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«¢ of this Province, and for which he ought in Reafon to be paid by 2 Tax on tne Peante of ais
s¢ Province, we will readily infert in the journzl what may appear O us to be reafonabie.” ‘
Y our Honours will be kind enough to excufe, or, at leaft the Neceffiey will apologize for, the
long Quotations of old Meffages, which, .when fairly {eci&ed; without any Comment, fuficient-
1y prove this Truth, that the Meflage recited by your Honours, as connetted with that which
occafioned it, cannot fairly be conitrued o imply any otherPublic Services than thofe whick
Mr. Rofi might do, as Clerk of the Council, xr.equired by the Laws 1n Force to be done by him.
What Reafons your Honours have for Believing, ¢hat what did appear from the Accounts, be-
fore they were laid before us, was pretty generally known, 2¢ in any Manner releting to e
Knowledge of this Houfe, we are entirely ignorant ; for, tho' we do zdmit, thet meny of our

Members did hear, by circulating Reports, that an Account of Mr. Roff's Services, excesding in
the Amount the ufual Salary for the fame ‘Time, was in the Upper Houfe, there was equal zood
Authority to believe, he did not intend to make any Claim on the Public for his Services zs Clerk
of the Council, and that the Journal would pafs the Upper Houfe without fuch Allowance vrhat
was Reported, as to his making no fuch Claim, was confirmed by his net laying it before our
Committee, as he had generally done for upwards of Thirty Years before: But we believe, when
vou confider the Confequences of this Houfe taking Notice, i 2n unperliamentary kianner, of
any Thing that is before Yours, or the Conjeftures of idle People as to your Refolutions, yeu
would be unwilling to difpenfe with the Practice of Meflages, from the frequent groundlels and
unfavourable Reports refpeting your Condu@. 'Fhe late Lower Houfe had often refufed to make
Mr. Rofs Journal Allowances oF ‘annual Salaries as Clerk of the Ceuncil; your Houfe was often
apprized of thofe Refolutions by Metlages ; Mr. Rofs did not make his ufuzl Claim this Seffon 5
you had his Account before you, fanétioned by 2 Report of your own Commiitee ; but this
Houfe, it feems, without any Parliamentary Knowledge of its being there, muft afk for 2 Sigiit
of it, after you had omitted the Opportunity of fending it down with the Journal. We mzy
pofiibly be miftaken as to our Duty ; but we apprehend it to be, to Liquidate, zccording to Jui-
tice, and do what what we can, towards the Payment of Accounts lzid before us agzimft the
Public, without troubling ourfelves in Search after, or hunting up thofe Accounts; for, we {peax
from Experience, and give this, as one Inftance, that Unjuft Clatms againft the Public, are more
frequently made, than Juft Ones are omitted tc be made. The Account, however, we 2t laft
had ; fo far from making any Pun@ilio about applying for it, this Houfe repeated the old Refu-
fal, to pay lumping Salaries, without an Account of Services, znd by that Means drew it forth:
What Sort of an Account it is, pretty clearly appears from what hath been {zid before; to which
this Remark may be added, that it feems to have been drzwn up, Omifhons fupptied, and Ap-
probation given to it, rather with an Eye to fwell the Account, than the proper Attention to the
Charges, in the Truth and Quantum of them. Your Honours, and Mr. Roefs, were ata good
deal of ufelefs Trouble in this Befinefs ; for, when we infimated 2 Defire of having an Account,
particularizing the Services done by him, as Clerk of the Council, by Dire&ion of the Laws of
this Province, we are furnifned with an indiftinét Account of Council Proceedings, from Zifay,
1766, to October, 1765 and the whole Matters we wanted Information about, thatis, the Ser-
vices done by the Direéiion of the Laws of this Province, 2nd on which the Upper Houle, in
the Year 1756, feems to found the principal Part of his Merit, are totzlly omitted in the Ac-
count, and only mentioned in a general Lumping Way, inz Memorandum at the Bottom of i
May we prefume, in fome Meafure, to fupply the Omiffion, by faying, the only Services done
by the Clerk of the Council, under Direltion of any Laws of this Province, that we know of,
is his Receipt of Naval Officers Bonds, and the receiving and laying before the Governor the
Recommendations of Infpetors by the Veftries: There may poflibly be fome {uch cther Trifie,
but we really know of none; and, if there had been any other of any Confequence, we fuppofe
Mr. Rofs, who is fo well acquainted with the Duties of Clerk of the Council, wouid, at you:
Honours Requeft, have enumerated them. ‘
Thus then ftands the Matter without Regard to Precedent 5 you infift that 3r. Rsfr {hall have
an Allowance in the Journal of Nine Thoufand Six Hundred Pounds of Tobacco per dnmum,
for a Salary as Clerk of the Council ; you contend he ought to be allewed Something {rom his
being 2 neceffary Servant to thofe who arc intrufted with the Executive Powers of Government ;
and to prove what that Something ought to be, or for no Purpofe that we know of, you hate laid
his Account of Services before us: We infift that the Account proves the Contrary than the
Purpofe to which it was adduced, and we hope, have given fatisfaétory Reafons for the ‘Affertion ;
we fay too, by whom and how the Payment ought to be made is as neceffary to be confidered
as whether any Payment is to be made ; that there is already Money fufficient colleded, right-
fully or wrongfully alters not the Cafe, for the Suppo:rt of Government, not only ta pay this,
but every other neccflary Expence of Government ; and that the Clerk cof the Council being
neceflary, as you intimate, to the executive Part of Government, fome of whofe Services too‘:
from the Nature of them, cannot, as you fay, be reduced to Account, that therefore he ought te
be paid out of the Money colleéted for the Support of Government ; the Propriety of this Ap-
plication, was the Office now to be erefed, we think frands futhiciently cvinced, ind Precedent,
the only Argument for a Journal Allowance at this Time, remeins to be An{wered. On this
Head, permit us to quote the Words of a celebrated Author, a very good Tudge on the Subjedd,
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whofe Sentiments on Matters of greater Confequence than the prcicn? Difpure. are o univerfelly
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